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1. This is in response to applicant's request, filed 8/25/2004, to consider the Information Disclosure Statement previously 
submitted on May 4, 1998. 

2. The prior art cited in the Information Disclosure Statements identified above has been considered and no change in the 
examiner's position has been made as a result. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to Sue Lao 
whose telephone number is (571) 272 3764. A voice mail service is also available at this number. The examiner's supervisor, SPE 
Meng-Ai An, can be reached on (571) 272 3756. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, from 9AM to 5PM. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872 9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist 
whose telephone number is (571) 272-2100. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) 
system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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